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Abstract

This study explores the role of Pancasila as a fundamental philosophical framework in preserving local wisdom
amidst Indonesia’s rapid digital transformation. The advancement of digital technology provides opportunities
for cultural preservation but also introduces significant challenges, including cultural homogenization, digital
divides, and the commodification of local traditions. Employing a qualitative approach through literature
review, this study synthesizes previous findings and proposes a Pancasila-Based Framework for Digital
Cultural Preservation. The framework integrates ethical values Gotong Royong (mutual cooperation),
Musyawarah (deliberation and consensus), and Keadilan Sosial (social justice), with technological
implementation strategies to produce sustainable cultural outcomes. This study highlights the strategic
implications for policymakers, technology developers, educational institutions, and communities in fostering
inclusive, collaborative, and ethical digital cultural preservation efforts. The findings reinforce that
harmonizing technology with local wisdom requires multi-sector collaboration and the consistent embodiment
of Pancasila values across digital initiatives.
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INTRODUCTION

Indonesia, renowned for its rich tapestry of cultures, languages, and traditions, stands at a crossroads in the
digital era. The rapid advancement of digital technologies has transformed the way societies interact,

communicate, and preserve their cultural heritage. While digitalization offers unprecedented opportunities for
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cultural dissemination and preservation, it also poses significant challenges to the integrity and sustainability
of local cultures.!

The proliferation of global digital content has led to increased exposure to foreign cultures, often
overshadowing indigenous traditions. This phenomenon, known as cultural homogenization, threatens the
diversity that characterizes Indonesia’s cultural landscape.? For instance, traditional performances such as
wayang kulit and gamelan music have seen a decline in local audiences, as younger generations gravitate
towards globally popular entertainment forms .

Conversely, digital platforms have also been harnessed to revitalize and promote local cultures.
Communities have utilized social media, virtual reality, and digital archives to document and share their
cultural practices with broader audiences. The Museum Mpu Tantular in East Java, for example, employs
participatory media to document traditional performances, creating digital exhibits that educate and engage the
public .

In navigating these dualities, the foundational values of Pancasila the philosophical basis of the Indonesian
state offer a guiding framework. Pancasila’s principles, including mutual cooperation (gotong royong),
deliberation (musyawarah), and social justice, provide ethical guidance in integrating technology with cultural
preservation. By embedding these values into digital initiatives, Indonesia can foster a more inclusive and
culturally sensitive approach to modernization.?

The challenge lies in balancing the benefits of digitalization with the imperative to maintain cultural
integrity. This necessitates a strategic approach that leverages technology to support, rather than supplant, local
cultures. Educational programs, policy frameworks, and community engagement are critical components in
this endeavor. For instance, integrating cultural education into digital literacy programs can empower
communities to use technology in ways that reinforce their cultural identities . This study seeks to explore the
role of Pancasila in guiding the preservation of local wisdom amidst the digital transformation. It aims to
address the following research question: How can the values of Pancasila be effectively integrated into digital

strategies to preserve Indonesia’s local cultures in the digital era?

LITERATURE REVIEW

The intersection of technology, cultural preservation, and Pancasila values has been explored in various

scholarly works, highlighting the relevance of ideological foundations in addressing digital challenges. Several
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prior studies have examined how Pancasila can serve as an ethical compass amidst socio-cultural

transformation driven by digitalization.

Table 1: Summary of Related Studies on Pancasila Values and Digital Cultural Preservation
[Source: summerize by authors]

Researcher Year Focus of Study Key Findings Relevance to Current Study

Nurwahidin et 2024 | Pancasila and Pancasila provides Highlights the need for

al. Technological ideological stability and | ethical guidelines in digital
Transformation a moral framework to transformation strategies.

minimize negative
globalization impacts.

Revianur 2020 | Cultural Heritage Developed Demonstrates practical
Digitization www.cagarbudayaku.id | application of digital
through Digital to provide public access | technology for preserving
Platform to cultural information local culture.

and promote heritage
awareness.

Buka et al.* 2022 | Implementation of | Pancasila values are Strengthens the argument for
Pancasila in Local | preserved and adapted the coexistence of local
Cultural Practices | within the contemporary | wisdom and national

social interactions of ideology in the digital era.
Sumba Barat.

Rahmatika 2023 | ICT in Enhancing | ICT promotes cultural Emphasizes the importance
Cultural education, digital of digital literacy for
Awareness and archiving, and effective technology use in
Preservation community-based culture preservation.

preservation initiatives.

Krisnanik et al.> | 2023 | ICT for National ICT facilitates Highlights technology as a
Identity and intergenerational medium for cultural
Cultural Resilience | cultural knowledge resilience through inclusive

transfer and strengthens | and participatory
national identity. frameworks.

The studies summarized in Table 1 provide a comprehensive overview of previous research that explores
the intersection of Pancasila values, technological innovation, and cultural preservation in Indonesia. These
studies emphasize various strategic approaches, ranging from the ideological significance of Pancasila in
guiding social transformation, to the practical application of technology in safeguarding local heritage through
digital platforms. Additionally, the research highlights the importance of community participation, digital
literacy, and inclusive policy-making as critical components in ensuring the sustainability of local wisdom in
the digital era.

Collectively, the findings from these studies demonstrate the urgency of developing an integrated framework
that systematically applies Pancasila values to address the challenges and opportunities presented by
digitalization. While previous research has laid the groundwork for understanding the role of technology in

cultural preservation, this study seeks to contribute a holistic model that not only guides digital cultural

4 Veronika Buka et al., “Implementasi Nilai-Nilai Pancasila Dalam Budaya Mana’o Di Desa Manu Kuku
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Lemhannas RI 12, no. 4 (2025), https://doi.org/10.55960/jlri.v12i4.952.
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preservation efforts but also ensures the ethical embodiment of Indonesia’s national ideology in future digital

initiatives.

METHODS

This study adopts a qualitative research approach utilizing literature review methods to explore the role of
Pancasila values in preserving local wisdom within the context of digitalization. Data collection was conducted
through the identification and analysis of relevant academic sources, including journal articles, conference
proceedings, and government reports published between 2020 and 2024, which discuss the intersection of
Pancasila, cultural preservation, and technology adoption in Indonesia. Thematic analysis was applied to
categorize core themes such as socio-cultural transformation, digital preservation practices, and the ethical
implications of technology. This method enabled the researchers to synthesize previous findings, identify
research gaps, and construct a conceptual framework that integrates Pancasila values as guiding principles for

sustainable digital cultural preservation strategies®.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Specification Challenges of Local Culture in the Digital Era

The digital era has introduced profound transformations in the way societies interact, communicate, and
preserve their cultural heritage. While digital technologies offer unprecedented opportunities for cultural
dissemination and preservation, they also pose significant challenges to the integrity and sustainability of local
cultures. In Indonesia, a nation rich in cultural diversity, these challenges are particularly pronounced. One of
the primary challenges is the homogenization of culture. The proliferation of global digital content has led to
increased exposure to foreign cultures, often overshadowing indigenous traditions. Platforms like YouTube,
Instagram, and TikTok have become dominant sources of entertainment, influencing the preferences of
younger generations. This trend threatens the survival of traditional performances such as wayang kulit and
gamelan music, which struggle to compete with the allure of globalized content 7.

Another significant challenge is the digital divide between urban and rural areas. While urban communities

often have access to high-speed internet and digital literacy programs, rural areas lag behind due to inadequate
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Rohman, Ni Putu Paramita Dewi, Nandang Alamsah Deliarnoor, Muhamad Abas, Rizqa Febry Ayu, Ni Putu Suci
Meinarni, Fatimah Hs, Ni Wayan Eka Sumartini, Dewi Kania Sugiharti, Metodologi Penelitian Bidang Hukum: Suatu
Pendekatan Teori Dan Praktek (Sonpedia, 2023).

71 Putu Hendika; Permana and Ni Putu Suci. Meinarni, “Ratio Analysis on Tiktok (Social Media) for
Qualitative Research Using Explorative Methods,” Jurnal Ekonomi & Bisnis JAGADITHA 8, no. 1 (2021):
30-38, https://doi.org/10.22225/j;.8.1.2944.30-38; Curiosity, “Curiosity Review-Tiktok Edition,” 2020,
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infrastructure and limited educational resources. This disparity hampers the ability of rural communities to
engage in digital cultural preservation initiatives, leading to unequal representation of local cultures in the
digital space. The erosion of linguistic diversity is also a pressing concern. Indonesia is home to over 700
languages, many of which are endangered. The dominance of Bahasa Indonesia in digital platforms, coupled
with the lack of digital tools for local languages, accelerates the decline of linguistic diversity. Efforts to digitize
and promote local languages are often limited by technical challenges and insufficient funding .
Furthermore, the commodification of culture in digital platforms can lead to the loss of cultural
authenticity. When cultural expressions are adapted to fit the aesthetics and algorithms of digital media, they
risk being stripped of their original context and meaning. This phenomenon not only misrepresents the culture
but also diminishes its value and significance to the originating community. The following table summarizes

key studies that highlight these challenges:

Table 2: Summary of Key Studies Challenges
[Source: summerize by authors]

Researcher Year Focus Key Findings
Herlina et al.8 2024 | Cultural Identity in Digital platforms contribute to cultural
Digital Broadcasting homogenization and marginalization of local
traditions.
Akbar & 2024 | Digital Literacy in Rural | Indonesia Rural areas exhibit lower digital skills
Wijaya’ hindering participation in digital cultural
preservation
Lewis 2009 | Language Revitalization | Emphasizes the need for digital tools to support
endangered languages in Indonesia.
Lugmi et al. 1° 2025 | Integration of Local Highlights the risk of cultural commodification in
Wisdom and digital platforms.
Technology

Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach that combines technological innovation with
cultural sensitivity. Strategies should include the development of inclusive digital infrastructure, promotion of
digital literacy across all communities, support for the digitization of local languages, and policies that protect
the authenticity of cultural expressions in digital media. By doing so, Indonesia can harness the benefits of

digitalization while safeguarding its rich cultural heritage.

The Role of Pancasila Values in Cultural Sustainability
Indonesia’s unique ideological foundation, Pancasila, offers a comprehensive ethical framework capable of
guiding the nation through the challenges of cultural preservation in the digital era. The five principles of

Pancasila, Belief in One God, Just and Civilized Humanity, Indonesian Unity, Democracy guided by Inner

8 Astrid Sulistya A, Siti Hadiaty Y, and Kalfin, “Cultural Identity in Digital Broadcasting in Indonesia:
Challenges and Opportunities in the Era of Globalization,” International Journal of Linguistics,
Communication, and Broadcasting 2, no. 4 (January 2025): 11620, https://doi.org/10.46336/ijlcb.v2i4.156.

 Maulana Akbar and Gustaf Wijaya, “Digital Literacy of Rural Areas in Indonesia: Challenges and Opportunities,”
Proceedings of the 4th International Conference on Rural Socio-Economic Transformation, RUSET 2023, 1 November
2023, Bogor, Indonesia, EAl, 2024, https://doi.org/10.4108/eai.1-11-2023.2344347.

10 Fitra Zahrotul Lugmi et al., “Integrating Local Wisdom And Modern Technology To Address Society 5.0
Era Challenges In Culture,” Jurnal Impresi Indonesia 4, no. 1 (January 2025): 1052-61,
https://doi.org/10.58344/jii.v411.6226.
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Wisdom, and Social Justice for All are deeply rooted in the nation’s history and cultural diversity'!. These
values not only function as the state’s philosophical foundation but also serve as guiding principles for
community life, including the preservation of local wisdom in the face of rapid technological advancements.

One of the most relevant values in cultural sustainability is Gotong Royong (mutual cooperation), derived
from the principle of Indonesian Unity'2. In the context of digital culture preservation, gotong royong
emphasizes collaborative action between the government, private sector, technology developers, and local
communities. A practical example of this can be seen in community-driven digital archiving projects, where
local residents contribute their knowledge, artifacts, and oral histories to digital platforms. This participatory
approach not only strengthens community bonds but also ensures that the representation of culture in the digital
space remains authentic and inclusive'®.

Another vital value is Musyawarah (deliberation and consensus), embedded in the fourth principle of
Pancasila. In the digital context, musyawarah supports the establishment of online forums, digital community
discussions, and participatory policymaking processes related to cultural heritage management. The existence
of digital cultural platforms should not merely serve as passive repositories but also become active spaces for
cultural dialogue. For example, local governments in several Indonesian provinces have initiated online
consultation platforms to involve citizens in decisions related to the preservation of cultural sites or digitalizing
local traditions!#. This deliberative practice fosters a sense of ownership among communities, ensuring that
cultural preservation efforts are bottom-up rather than top-down.

Social Justice (Keadilan Sosial), derived from the fifth principle of Pancasila, plays a pivotal role in ensuring
that access to technology and digital cultural content is available equitably across different regions and social
groups. Digital inequality remains a pressing issue in Indonesia, with rural and remote areas often lacking
sufficient infrastructure for internet access and digital education. Therefore, upholding social justice means
implementing policies that bridge the digital divide, providing resources and training for marginalized

communities to participate in digital cultural preservation efforts. This is aligned with the Ministry of

Il Kadek Yoga Artha Yudha -, Nikita Maharani, and Muhammadong Muhammadong, “Analyzing Religious
Conlflicts On Social Media Based On The First Principle Of Pancasila,” Journal of Digital Law and Policy
3, no. 2 (January 2024): 88-98, https://doi.org/10.58982/jdlp.v3i2.545.

12 Agus Suwignyo, “Gotong Royong as Social Citizenship in Indonesia, 1940s to 1990s,” Journal of Southeast
Asian Studies 50, no. 3 (September 2019): 387-408, https://doi.org/10.1017/s0022463419000407.

13 Sumarmi Sumarmi, Sri Untari, and Nanda Harda Pratama Meiji, “Desa Pancasila: The Implementation of
Gotong Royong Values as Social Capital in Indonesia,” Komunitas 14, no. 2 (September 2022): 225-38,
https://doi.org/10.15294/komunitas.v14i2.27789.

14 Berlian Dwipasari, Nicolas Ananta Saputra, and Emmy Febriani Thalib, “Analysis Of The 2nd Principle Of
Pancasila On The Instagram Privacy Disclaimer,” Journal of Digital Law and Policy 3, no. 2 (January 2024):
63—74, https://doi.org/10.58982/jdlp.v3i2.533.



Communication and Informatics (Kominfo) initiative on digital literacy programs targeting rural populations,
aimed at empowering them to create and manage local content online's.

Moreover, the first principle of Pancasila, Belief in One God encourages the preservation of cultural
expressions that reflect Indonesia’s spiritual heritage. Many local traditions and cultural practices are
intertwined with religious and spiritual values. In the digital era, preserving this spiritual dimension requires
careful curation and sensitivity, ensuring that sacred cultural elements are not misrepresented or
commercialized without the consent of the originating communities. This principle fosters respect for cultural
diversity and spiritual integrity in digital content creation and dissemination!'¢.

Lastly, the holistic application of Pancasila values provides a cultural sustainability model that balances
technological innovation with ethical considerations. While technology can be a powerful tool for cultural
promotion and preservation, without ethical guidelines, it risks commodifying culture solely for commercial
purposes. The integration of Pancasila values offers a solution technology should serve cultural resilience rather
than cultural exploitation. This paradigm shift is essential in ensuring that Indonesia’s rich and diverse cultural

heritage not only survives but thrives in the digital age.

Proposed Pancasila-Based Framework for Digital Cultural Preservation

The challenges and dynamics of cultural sustainability in Indonesia’s digital era demand an integrated
framework that not only leverages technology but also embodies the nation’s core values. This study proposes
a Pancasila-Based Framework for Digital Cultural Preservation that positions Pancasila as an ethical compass
to guide stakeholders in managing local culture within digital environments. The framework aligns ethical
values with technological applications to produce sustainable cultural outcomes that respect, preserve, and
empower local wisdom. At the core of this framework is the synergy between three fundamental dimensions:
(1) Pancasila Ethical Values, (2) Technological Implementation Strategies, and (3) Cultural Sustainability
Outcomes. This approach responds to the complex reality where technology is both a tool of cultural innovation
and a potential threat to authenticity'’.

Firstly, the value of Gofong Royong (mutual cooperation) must guide community-based digital preservation
initiatives. This value encourages collective participation, cross-sector collaboration, and shared responsibility
in protecting cultural heritage. Its implementation can take the form of collaborative digital archives,
participatory content creation platforms, and partnerships between government bodies, educational institutions,
and local communities. Secondly, Musyawarah (deliberation and consensus) plays a strategic role in promoting
inclusivity and participatory governance in digital cultural preservation. It emphasizes dialogic processes,

online consultations, and inclusive policy-making that involve diverse stakeholders. Digital platforms should

15 Kominfo, “Pemerintah Dorong Pertumbuhan E-Commerce,” accessed May 7, 2018,

https://kominfo.go.id/index.php/content/detail/6020/Menkoinfo%3 A+Pemerintah+Dorong+Pertumbuhan+e
-Commerce+Indonesia/O/berita_satker.

16 Buka et al., “Implementasi Nilai-Nilai Pancasila Dalam Budaya Mana’o Di Desa Manu Kuku Kabupaten
Sumba Barat.”

171 G Juniarti, Y F Furnamasari, and D A Dewi, “Implementasi Nilai-Nilai Yang Terdapat Pada Sila Kedua
Pancasila Terhadap Kehidupan Bangsa,” Jurnal Pendidikan Tambusai 5 (2021).



not merely host cultural content but become spaces where cultural narratives are shaped collectively, allowing
for negotiation of meaning and representation. Thirdly, Keadilan Sosial (social justice) demands equitable
access to technology, ensuring that rural and marginalized communities can engage fully in digital cultural
ecosystems. This entails the provision of affordable internet infrastructure, digital literacy programs, and
accessible cultural content in local languages and formats. The democratization of technology usage becomes
a critical factor in ensuring that cultural preservation is not limited to urban or elite groups but distributed

across the archipelago'®.

Table 3: Proposed Framework Overview
[Source: summerize by authors]

Pancasila Ethical
Values

Technological Implementation Cultural Sustainability Outcomes

Gotong Royong
(Mutual Cooperation)

Community-driven digital archives,
collaborative platforms, cultural
content co-creation

Strengthened community engagement,
preservation of local identity

Musyawarah Online participatory forums, Culturally inclusive governance,
(Deliberation & inclusive digital policy-making, negotiated representation of culture
Consensus) cultural consultation platforms

Keadilan Sosial (Social
Justice)

Equitable access to ICT
infrastructure, digital literacy
programs, local language content

Equal participation in digital culture,
empowerment of marginalized
communities.

development

This proposed framework offers several strategic implications for stakeholders:

1) Policymakers should embed Pancasila values into national cultural and digital strategies, ensuring that
technology development supports cultural sustainability.

2) Local governments and community leaders must foster collaborative digital initiatives rooted in mutual
cooperation.

3) Technology developers and digital platform providers should create inclusive and culturally-sensitive
environments that respect local wisdom.

4) Educational institutions play a crucial role in integrating cultural education and digital literacy to empower
future generations.

5) The private sector, including creative industries and media platforms, should balance innovation with
cultural responsibility, avoiding the commodification of sacred cultural expressions.

The proposed Pancasila-Based Framework for Digital Cultural Preservation provides a strategic and
ethical guideline to navigate the complex intersection between local culture and technology. This framework
not only reinforces the fundamental values of Indonesian society but also ensures that technological
advancements align with the preservation of local wisdom. By promoting community engagement, inclusive
participation, and equitable access to technology, this model aspires to create a culturally resilient digital
ecosystem. This conceptual framework bridges the findings and discussions of this study towards the final

conclusion, emphasizing the importance of harmonizing cultural sustainability efforts with the ethical

18 Irmayanti Meliono, ‘“Understanding the Nusantara Thought and Local Wisdom as an Aspect of the
Indonesian Education,” TAWARIKH: International Journal for Historical Studies 2, no. 2 (2011): 221-34.
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principles of Pancasila. Ultimately, this study reinforces the need for multi-stakeholder collaboration in

realizing a culturally inclusive and technologically empowered future for Indonesia.

CONCLUSION

This study concludes that the integration of Pancasila values into digital cultural preservation strategies is
essential for sustaining Indonesia’s diverse local wisdom in the face of rapid technological advancement. The
values of Gotong Royong (mutual cooperation), Musyawarah (deliberation and consensus), and Keadilan
Sosial (social justice) serve as ethical pillars that guide inclusive, collaborative, and equitable digital initiatives
for cultural sustainability. While digitalization presents undeniable challenges such as cultural homogenization,
digital divides, and commodification of culture, the proposed Pancasila-Based Framework offers a holistic
solution to ensure that technology development aligns with cultural resilience. The future of Indonesia’s local
culture in the digital era will largely depend on multi-sector collaboration, strong community participation, and

the consistent embodiment of Pancasila values across technological, educational, and policy-driven efforts.
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